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Montgomery Preservation, Inc. (MPI) traces its

origin to the Montgomery County Committee of

the Maryland Historical Trust. The Committee

sponsored workshops and tours and helped

preserve endangered historic sites.

These efforts identified two realities; 1) Many

restoration projects needed low cost original

architectural materials, and 2) Valuable

architectural elements were destroyed or lost in

the demolition of old buildings. The idea of a

salvage depot to recycle architectural elements

from old buildings about to be demolished

became an obvious solution.

MPI was incorporated in 1984 with a goal to

establish Old House Parts to sell salvaged

architectural materials. It was a primary MPI

program until the space was lost in 1999.



Another immediate project was to plan the annual

Preservation Awards Ceremony to recognize and 

publicize preservation efforts of individuals, groups, 

and agencies. 

The first 1987 program at Strathmore Hall had 10 

well-deserved awards: New Construction to the Kirby 

House in Takoma Park, Renovation of the Dickerson 

Railroad Station and Bethesda’s Locust Grove, an 

addition to the Zapruder House in Chevy Chase,  

Restoration of the Boyds Schabacker House, The 

Montrose School Renovation, Establishment of a 

historic garden at the Poole House, a commercial 

reuse in Olney, a stewardship Award to Miss Bertha 

Clum for her home in Kensington, and the 

Montgomery Prize to Eileen McGuckian. 

John Poole House and Stock Arboretum 

First  Montgomery Prize recipient

Eileen McGuckian

Dickerson   
Railroad 
Station



This event set the stage for the next 32 

years as MPI organized and held the 

annual Preservation Awards with the 

Montgomery County HPC often co-

hosting.  The HPC serves as the  

regulatory body charged with approval 

of appropriate alterations to designated 

historic sites in Montgomery County and 

shares many goals with MPI. 

At first there was no cost to attend as a 

County grant covered expenses. When 

the County discontinued its preservation 

grant program, MPI continued the 

awards and asked a donation to support 

it as is done today. 

The award presentations improved with 

photo boards, slide shows and digital 

presentations as years went by and  

MPI made an effort to hold the awards 

in a venue with historic interest.  



Year 2000 brought world-wide 

celebration of a new millennia, 

but also trepidation with dire 

predictions for technology and 

life as we know it.  MPI held a 

Gala Event at the Kensington 

Armory with a 21st Century 

invitation, dinner and dancing 

and presentation of the 

Montgomery Prize to Michael 

F. Dwyer among other awards. 



In the first ten years, 86 preservation awards 

and nine Montgomery Prizes were awarded 

to persons, organizations and volunteer 

groups, as well as researchers and  creators 

of educational projects, outstanding artisans, 

architects, and contractors.  The awards and 

projects are incredibly diverse. Many fine 

historic residences have been honored, but 

also barns, stables, garages, landscapes, 

parks, farmsteads, bridges, a suburban 

subdivision, churches, commercial buildings, 

educational books, brochures, and visual 

media.  

After the death of MPI President Wayne 

Goldstein, an award for preservation  

advocacy was added, as was a recent 

educational award in honor of Mike Dwyer.  

With approximately 300 awards, there are 

too many worthy awards to present each 

one, but samples follow.  



Entering the third decade of the 21st Century, MPI remains devoted to 

preserving Montgomery County’s architectural heritage and landscapes.  
Governed by a Board of Directors comprised of representatives from local 

preservation and history organizations, MPI plans to continue for many years 

into the future.  Vigilance and advocacy for preservation - tempered with 

recognition of good works - will always be needed and practiced. 

The Annual Montgomery County Awards for Historic Preservation continues 

as MPI’s Signature event.  Please enjoy the following glimpses of previous  
Award presentations…and consider nominating a worthy project, group, or 
person next year!  

2014



2001 Awards 

Brookeville  Academy

Brookeville



Brookeville Woolen Mill Housing before

before

after after





2005 Awards 

Thomas Cannery  

Gaithersburg 









2009 Awards 

B&O Railroad Station

Silver Spring









2011 Awards 

B&O Railroad Station

Silver Spring







2013 Awards 

National Park Seminary Ballroom 

Forest Glen 









2015 Awards 

Sandy Spring Museum

Sandy Spring 







Montgomery Preservation Inc.

is the only County-wide grass roots 

historic preservation organization.  

An advocate for and defender of historic structures and 

landscapes, MPI is an umbrella organization with 

individual and organizational participants.  

SUPPORT MPI  AND GIVE US AN 

EVEN STRONGER VOICE.


