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Our Mission

To preserve, protect, and
promote Montgomery
County’s rich architectural
heritage and historic
landscapes.

Our Story

MPI is Montgomery
County’s county-wide
nonprofit historic
preservation organization.
he group incorporated in
1984 to actively encourage
and defend preservation
efforts in local communities
and throughout the county.

oday, MPI remains dedicated
to saving our buildings,
landscapes, and sites for
future generations. MPI
encourages preservation
efforts in every corner of
Montgomery County, working
with all parties to ensure that
our towns, owners of historic
properties, businesses, and
volunteer groups can step up
to the modernization,
revitalization, demographic,
and development challenges
of the 21st century.

—=lCW_ |Vlontgomery Preservation, Inc.

NEWSLETTER

Rockville Designates New Historic Site

On September 30, the Mayor & Council of Rockville voted to designate the Art Deco Bank at
4 Courthouse Square in the Courthouse Historic District. The vote was 4 in favor, 1 opposed,
and 2 abstentions. One Councilmember declared this among the five best historic buildings in
Rockville.

Kudos go to the Rockville Historic District Commission, which nominated this property a

year ago and then followed it
through multiple public hearings,
discussions, and presentations at
the Planning Commission and
Mayor & Council. Peerless
Rockville also took a major
advocacy role, as did dozens of
citizens and organizations who
wrote and testified as to the
significance of this building and
how it meets multiple historic and
architectural criteria as
required. The Art Deco Society
of Washington provided key
insights into the quality and
uniqueness of this bank building,
built in 1931 in our county seat
with a population of 1,422.
All involved look toward a new
owner who will return this
beloved landmark to community
service.
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| Rockville’s Art Deco Bank building

MPI calls for Grant Applicants to the Wayne M. Goldstein Preservation Action Fund
Montgomery Preservation announces the schedule and rules for grants made possible by the
Wayne M. Goldstein Preservation Action Fund. MPI created the fund in 2009 with donations
in memory of former MPI president Wayne M. Goldstein, to support efforts for research,
historic designation, restoration, preservation, and responses to legal challenges related to
Montgomery County historic sites. MPI is grateful to the estate of Mary Reardon for her
donation to this earmarked fund.

MPI wants to help! Proposals for grants for up to $5,000 will be accepted until February 28,
2025. Projects must be completed within one year; their budgets must show a match of funds
and/or in-kind. Questions may be addressed to mail@montgomerypreservation.org and by the
end of this calendar year an application will be posted on www.montgomerypreservation.org

Help to strengthen Maryland cemetery law (see page 2)

Volunteer for Preservation Awards committee mpi@montgomerypreservation.org
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MPI honors three individuals who passed away this year. Their efforts

preserved Montgomery County sites at the local, state, and federal levels.
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Charlotte Coffield Robert Kapsch J. Rodney Little
Led Lyttonsville The former chief of Long-time director
Community Civic HABS/HAER, of the Maryland

Association to
protect this Silver
Spring community
and teach others

scholar, engineer,
and author. He
aided Montgomery
County projects and

Historical Trust,
who made sure that
all parties adhered
to the rules that

about its wrote about local protected the Silver
significance. historical sites. Spring train station.
d. Sept. 11 d. Sept. 28 d. June 24

Maryland Cemetery Protection Legislation Proposed

Through the summer and into fall 2024, a committee of members of statewide and
county nonprofits and advocates has been meeting to consider some of the most pressing
problems associated with Maryland burial sites. They identified priority concerns and
focused on the following areas where state cemetery law needs to be strengthened:
1. Provide support to, and a path for acquisition of, abandoned and neglected cemeteries
by creating a commission under the Office of Cemetery Oversight.
2. Modify the process to authorize disinterment in non-criminal requests by requiring that
the Office of Cemetery Oversight conduct research and advise State’s Attorneys.
3. Develop a single unified database of all Maryland cemeteries.
4. Adjust penalties based on the severity of cemetery desecration.
5. Modify the process for sale of a cemetery.
Currently these ideas are being introduced to selected members of the Maryland General
Assembly, to find sponsors and co-sponsors who will file and shepherd bills individually
or as a package through the 2025 MGA session. The deadline to pre-file bills is
November 1. Once sponsors in both Houses are in place, the proposals will go to Bill
Drafting for the required details. Later this year, before the session starts on January 8,
2025, the committee will spread the word and request advocates throughout our state to
plan ways to convince their representatives to support and vote for these proposals.
To volunteer to assist this effort or for more information: davidzinner26@gmail.com

Gibson Grove Morningstar Moses Tabernacle Descendant Reunion

In August, Friends of Moses Hall hosted a reunion for descendants of Morningstar
Tabernacle No. 88 of the Ancient United Order of Sons & Daughters, Brothers & Sisters
of Moses. This African American benevolent society once played a vital role in
supporting the community of Gibson Grove in Cabin John. The reunion brought together
descendants to share family stories, exchange artifacts, and discuss ongoing efforts to
preserve and restore their ancestors’ historic burial site at Morningstar Moses Cemetery
and Hall. Among the attendees were four generations of Morningstar No. 88 descendants
of James and Annie Coates. Learn more about the work of Friends of Moses Hall at

https://www.friendsofmoseshall.org/ p.2



mailto:davidzinner26@gmail.com
https://www.friendsofmoseshall.org/
http://www.montgomerypreservation.org/
http://www.montgomerypreservation.org/

Historic Silver Spring
B&O Station
Free Open Houses

Join us the First Saturday of
the month, 10am-2pm

This is a drop-in program for
families Admission is free!

8100 Georgia Avenue, Silver
Spring, MD 20910

TRAIL CONSTRUCTION AND
PARKING FOR SILVER SPRING
B&O STATION

Construction of a new Metro
Branch Trail bridge over Georgia
Avenue has begun. As part of this
construction a temporary security
fence has been installed across the
station parking lot. A drive-through
gate will be open for MPI/ and
station events.

Please note that because of
contractor equipment using the lot,
the number of available spaces will
be limited. There is a special needs
space and ramp at the station.
Additional parking is available at
County garage and lot #4 (8100
Fenton St., accessible from Sligo
Ave.) and at the lot at 938
Philadelphia Ave; both are one
block from the station.

For specific happenings at each Open
House or for rentals go to

www.montgomerypreservation.org

https://www.facebook.com/MontgomeryPI

Endangered Historic Sites in Montgomery County

° COMSAT, Clarksburg -- designed by famed architect Cesar Pelli in
1969, National Register eligible, but denied a place on the County list by the
Planning Board in 2005. In danger of demolition within a large development.
https://www.montgomerypreservation.org

° Trundle Barn, 20500 Martinsburg Rd., Dickerson -- early 1800s stone
bank barn with stone outsheds flanking the ramp on the upper level. The barn is
deteriorating and the roof was blown off in a recent storm. It is part of County
Master Plan site 16/1. https://historicmedley.org

° Jordan House, 19323 Liberty Mill Rd., Germantown -- built in 1883
with a ¢1910 addition. This is the oldest house in the Germantown Station
neighborhood, but was eliminated from the official historic district by the
County Council in 1989. It is currently vacant, owned by a bank.
https://germantownMDhistory.org

deteriorating from lack of attention by private owner
Upton Bowman House, 19219 Liberty Mill rd., Germantown -- Master Plan
site 19/13-6. https://germantownMDhistory.org

deteriorating from lack of attention by public owner

Jesup Blair house, Silver Spring — Montgomery Parks

Red Brick Courthouse, Rockville — Montgomery County

Reynolds House, Chevy Chase -- Montgomery Parks
www.friendsofwillardavenuepark.org

interpretive signs in Silver Spring -- Montgomery County

A Reunion at Historic Montrose e
schoolhouse, 45 years in the
Making

In 1979, Peerless Rockville
boldly purchased a dilapidated two-
room schoolhouse that was in the
path of a planned major highway.
State officials leased the land for $1
a year, with the agreement that
Peerless would move the building
when the road was built. The nonprofit pieced together funds and volunteers to
bring the school back to life, finding former students to share stories and tenants
who helped with upkeep. Montrose School became one of the first Montgomery
County historic sites and was also listed in the National Register of Historic
Places.

After years of negotiations, in September 2024 Peerless Rockville purchased
the land to reunite ownership and is eager to move to the next phase. Peerless
assembled grants and loans from Montgomery County, Preservation Maryland,

and the Maryland Historical Trust for system upgrades and preparation for a new tenant in this special building.
To express interest in leasing this historic schoolhouse for an appropriate use, please contact Peerless Rockville
Executive Director Nancy Pickard at director@peerlessrockville.org Photographs and more detailed information may be

found at www.peerlessrockville.org

2024-25 Maryland Heritage Area Grants were awarded to the following organizations:
National Capital Trolley Museum for rehabilitation of DC Trolley CTCo #1430
Nepal Education and Cultural Center for restoration and preservation of historic building and barn
Sugarland Ethno-History Project, Inc. for restoration of St. Paul Community Church and Museum
Germantown Historical Society, Inc. for rehabilitation of 1922 Germantown Bank
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Preservation Calendar

1* Saturdays Nov. through May -- Open houses & programs at Silver Spring B&O Railroad Station 10am-2pm

4™ Saturdays through November — Tours of National Park Seminary in Forest Glen. Reserve at
https://saveourseminary.org/tours/

November 1 -- Maryland Emancipation Day

Nov. 2 -- Thurgood Marshall & NAACP in Rockville — Ralph Buglass in Gray Courthouse courtroom 10-11:30am
https://peerlessrockville.org/

Nov. 9 -- Dedication of the America 250! Plaque at Monocacy Cemetery, and honoring the 8 revolutionary War
heroes buried there. https.//goshenmills.marylanddar.org

Nov. 10 & Dec. 6, 1-4pm — Bethesda Meeting House & parsonage assistance /https.//bethesdahistoricalsociety.org/

November 15, 7:30pm — “My Name is Not Tom: The Life of Reverend Josiah Henson” zoom presentation by
Historian and author Susan Cooke Soderberg. Attps://germantownmdhistory.org

Cemetery Clean-ups:
Nov. 16 -- Morningstar Moses Hall in Cabin John -- 10am-2pm www.friendsofmoseshall.org
Nov. 19 -- Prather Cemetery near Rockville -- 9am-2:30pm Attp.//www.cpmbs.org

Dec. 14 -- Wreaths Across America at Monocacy Cemetery — noon www.monocacycemetery.com

MPI encourages citizen participation in preservation activities. If
you have a concern or would like to volunteer please contact us at:
mpi(@montgomerypreservation.or.

Montgomery Preservation, Inc.

P.O. Box 4661
Rockville, MD 20849-4661
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