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      HISTORIC SANDY SPRING CEMETERY THREATENED   

Ash Memorial Cemetery is located on Chandlee Mill 
Road in one of Maryland’s oldest free Black 

communities. It is one of three burial grounds established 

by Sharp Street Methodist Church. Opened in 1873 and 

owned by the Beautification Club of Sandy Spring, Ash 
still actively operates as a community resting place.   

 

Cemeteries are more than landscapes and burial sites.   
Ash tells the story of a historic community and its 

families. Recent events such as volunteer clean-up days                 

and Ancestor March have strengthened community                     Tara Lee, Ash descendant 

bonds and coalesced support for the site, which holds nearly 900 gravesites. In Fall 2024, sections 
of the cemetery were mapped, supported by the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites. The 

mapping identified potentially unmarked gravesites, where a cultural anthropologist then conducted 

Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR).  Additionally, AMC's history is being written by the community 
to ensure future generations have a solid record of those buried here.   

 

Today, Ash is threatened by individuals who do not respect the rights of descendants to maintain 
and protect this site. Further information may be found at  www.ashmemorialcemetery.com, 

including a petition where signers can express support for Ash’s need to stop alteration of the 

cemetery boundaries. The Beautification Club may be reached at Bcoss1897@gmail.com 
 
VOICE YOUR SUPPORT for ENDANGERED FEDERAL PRESERVATION PROGRAMS   
    As you are no doubt aware, the Trump Administration has reduced and dismantled federal 
programs important to millions of Americans. Programs under the National Historic Preservation 

Act (NHPA), enacted 59 years ago and administered by the National Park Service, are equally 

threatened. 

    Two daunting issues now face the NHPA’s Historic Preservation Fund (HPF). This fund supports 
the work of State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs) and Tribal Historic Preservation Offices—

in our state, the Maryland Historical Trust—to carry out duties specified under NHPA: surveying 

buildings and sites, nominating historic resources for listing in the National Register, protecting 
historic properties under Section 106 of NHPA, and providing technical expertise and grants to 

preserve heritage properties. Without this funding, states’ abilities to care for and protect their 

historic properties will be compromised. 

Right now, here are our specific concerns:  Congress has yet to approve the FY2025 Notice of 

Funding Availability for the HPF, and the Administration’s proposed FY2026 budget would 

eliminate the HPF in its entirety. Success in protecting the programs supported by HPF will 

happen only if members of Congress hear from you. MPI encourages you to act quickly.         
Please contact our Senators Van Hollen and Alsobrooks with a clear and urgent message: 

1) Facilitate immediate approval of the FY2025 Notice of Funding Availability for the HPF  

2) Support an FY2026 funding goal for the HPF of $225 million  

Consider sharing your personal stories about the importance of preservation where you live. 

These stories make a difference to our elected officials. More information on these critical issues 

may be found at:  

https://support.savingplaces.org/page/83076/action/1?ea.tracking.id=Website and    
                                         https://preservationaction.org/ 

                                     Thank you in advance for your assistance in this effort, Mark Edwards and Susan Soderberg 
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Our Mission 

To preserve, protect, and 

promote Montgomery 

County’s rich 

architectural heritage 

and historic landscapes.  

Our Story  

MPI is Montgomery 

County’s county-wide 

nonprofit historic 

preserva;on organi-

za;on. The group 

incorporated in 1984 to 

ac;vely encourage and 

defend preserva;on 

efforts in local 

communi;es and 

throughout the county.  

 

Today, MPI remains 

dedicated to saving our 

buildings, landscapes, 

and sites for future 

genera;ons. MPI 

encourages preserva;on 

efforts in every corner   

of Montgomery County, 

working with all par;es 

to ensure that our towns, 

owners of historic 

proper;es, businesses, 

and volunteer groups  

can step up to the 

moderniza;on, 

revitaliza;on, 

demographic, and 

development challenges 

of the 21st century.  
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                      Wayne Goldstein Preservation Action Fund  
is proud to announce its first-round grantees. The MPI donor-restricted fund will support 

1. Bethesda Meeting House Foundation to restore the damaged rear garage doors on 

the historic church with durable mahogany, which will improve security as well as 

appearance. This will keep pace with the huge project undertaken on this significant 

and beautiful site on the Rockville Pike. 

2. Project to monitor ambient vibrations at historic Madonna of the Trail on 

Wisconsin Avenue in Bethesda. The report on measurements and other observations 

will assist informed decisions about the statue's current and future location in 

Bethesda. The Maryland Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution will 

continue to protect and celebrate the Madonna, the first of twelve identical statues 

placed in the early 20th century in each state from the Atlantic to the Pacific marking 

the trail west of pioneering women. The Maryland Society of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution will continue to protect and celebrate the Madonna, the first of 

12 statues marking pioneer women on the trail west.  

MPI will accept new grant applications in early 2026. 

 

         Update on COMSAT Laboratories Building in Clarksburg 
Last January MPI and many other organizations and individuals expressed before 

the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) their support of placing the COMSAT 

Laboratories building in Clarksburg on the Montgomery County Master Plan for 

Historic Preservation because of its unique and exemplary architecture designed by 

world renown architect Cesar Pelli and its importance as primary evidence of 

national history in space exploration and utilization. Nevertheless, on March 27 

HPC staff testified before the Montgomery County Planning Board, as part of its 

presentation on the Clarksburg Gateway Sector Plan, that it did not support placing 

of COMSAT laboratories on the Master Plan because no viable alternative use had 

been found. The only use explored by a consulting company was for housing even 

though many other options had been suggested by the public. The staff report can be 

seen here: https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/03/CGSP-Preliminary-Recommendations-Briefing-to-PB.pdf 

 

MPI is looking into Adaptive Reuse alternatives that would save a portion of 

the historic Pelli buildings while allowing the redevelopment of the rest of the 

Campus.  See website for upcoming details. 

 

    Cemetery Legislation PASSED in the 2025 Maryland General Assembly  

  For 90 days from January into early April, a state-wide team of cemetery advocates reached           

  out to Delegates and Senators who would support efforts to improve the situations of 

historic Maryland cemeteries. Months before, the advocates had identified priorities: aiding 

sites identified as abandoned and/or neglected, increasing penalties for desecration, creating 

a database of all Maryland cemeteries, ensuring descendant involvement when cemeteries 

are sold or remains are disinterred. Two MPI Board members served on the volunteer team, 

titled Maryland Cemetery Legislation Advocates, which drafted language for seven pairs of 

bills that wound their way through the legislative process. 

 

 Legislation passed by the 2025 General Assembly and signed by Governor Moore May 6: 

 - establish Workgroup to study the creation of a Unified database of Maryland cemeteries 

 - create an Abandoned and Neglected Cemeteries Fund  

 - increase the statute of limitations for prosecutions of desecration or vandalism  

  We applaud the passion of Marylanders who view cemeteries as our history and our gift to   

 future generations. We appreciate the hearing process that allows us to explain the need and  

 impact of our bills. We are grateful to those who supported the 2025 proposals.  For more   

 details go to the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites website: https://cpmbs.org  
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The Silver Spring Garden Club and Jesup Blair Park  

 

Ever notice the beautiful explosion of yellow daffodils                               

in front of the historic Jesup 

Blair House on Georgia Avenue 

in Silver Spring?  Here is the 

story behind them.  

 

In the spring of 1940, a small 

group of gardeners met at the 

Jesup Blair Community House to 

form the Silver Spring Garden 

Club (SSGC). With more than 

250 members today, the club is 

one of the oldest, biggest, and 

most active in the Washington, 

DC region.  

  

From 1942 to 1946, SSGC 

cooperated with the war effort by 

planting Victory Gardens and 

donating money, magazines and 

flowers to various war projects, including Walter Reed Hospital's Forest 

Glen Annex. The club donated over 30,000 bulbs to Jesup Blair Park to 

honor Silver Spring's World War II servicemen and women. During the 

1940s and 1950s club volunteers helped the Maryland-National Capital 

Park and Planning Commission with small park maintenance, clean-up 

after storms, and spring-time spruce-up. 

 

Over the years, those original bulb plantings at Jesup Blair Park had all 

but disappeared. For the past decade, the club has worked at recreating 

those original plantings. They purchase and plant several hundred 

additional daffodil bulbs each fall on Veteran's Day. Those daffodils bloom 

in March and April in the traffic circle in front of the house and in nearby 

spots on the park grounds. They estimate having planted more than 10,000 

bulbs there in the last decade. 

 

SSGC chose daffodils for several reasons: they are deer- and rabbit-

resistant, they are a harbinger of spring and hope, they can naturalize but 

will not become invasive, and they echo the original bulb donation to the 

park for Silver Spring's World War II servicemen and women. 

To find out more, go to: silverspringgardenclub.com   or 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/silverspringgardenclub  
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Jamie Ferguson for earning a Periwinkle Award 

from the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites! Over 15 years 

Jamie has led the effort to document, clean up, fund projects, and 

interpret cemeteries on land owned by Montgomery Parks. 

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission is looking for new Commissioners, as two 
current members have recently "termed out."  Appropriate candidate categories would be historian 
and attorney.  Contact HPC supervisor Rebeccah Ballo at rebeccah.ballo@montgomeryplanning.org 

 

Historic Silver Spring 

B&O Station 

Free Open Houses 

 

Join us the First Saturday of 

the month, 10am-2pm 

 

This is a drop-in program for 

families  Admission is free! 

 

8100 Georgia Avenue, Silver 

Spring, MD 20910 

Construction of a new Metro 

Branch Trail bridge over 

Georgia Ave continues. As 

part of this construction a 

temporary security fence was 

installed across the station 

parking lot by the contractor.   

A drive-through gate is open 

for station events.  

Please note that because of 

equipment using the lot, the 

number of available spaces 

will be limited. Additional 

parking is available across 

Georgia Ave at County garage 

and lot #4 (8100 Fenton St, 

accessible from Sligo Ave) and 

in the lot at 938 Philadelphia 

Ave; both are one block from 

the station.  Please contact 

MPI to coordinate assistance 

with HC parking adjacent to 

the station.  
 

For specific happenings at each    

Open House or for rentals go to 

www.montgomerypreservation.org  

https://www.facebook.com/MontgomeryPI  
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         Montgomery Preserva<on, Inc.   

         P.O. Box 4661          

         Rockville, MD 20849-4661  

Preservation	Calendar	 

June 3 – Premier of documentary “Help Us To Help Each Other, Lord,” the story of Morningstar Tabernacle's struggle 

to preserve its Cabin John cemetery -- Round House Theatre, Bethesda www.friendsofmoseshall.org/ 

helpustohelpeachother-docfilm 

 

June 8, 1-5 pm – Takoma Park House and Garden Tour       www.historictakoma.org 

 

June 8, 12-1pm  & June 28, 12-1pm, 2-3pm --- Missing History: Rockville’s Middle Lane Community. Celebrate Juneteenth 

by exploring Black history in Rockville! This short presentation and walking tour shows you some vanished landmarks, then takes 

you out to see the landscape today. https://peerlessrockville.org/events/missing-history-rockvilles-middle-lane-community/  

 

June 21, 1-10pm – “Juneteenth” Celebration. Blackrock Center for the Arts, 12901 Town Commons Dr, Germantown 

https://www.blackrockcenter.org/event-details/2025-montgomery-county-juneteenth-celebration 

 

June 21, 4-5pm – “Herman Rabbitt: the Man, The Money, the Legend and the Legacy” with Sarah Hedlund. 

Germantown Library, room A. Sponsored by the Germantown Hist. Society.   www.germantownMDhistory.org  

 

June 28 & 29 – Annual Montgomery County Heritage Days https://www.heritagemontgomery.org  

 

1st Saturdays through Nov. Open houses at Silver Spring B&O Railroad Station 10am-2pm   and                        

       Germantown Historical Society Community Flea Markets at MARC parking lot.  www.germantownMDhistory.org 

2nd Sundays, 1-4 pm - Bethesda Meeting House - tour + help in garden + interior   www.bethesdameetinghouse.org 

4th Saturdays, June -Nov. 1-3pm – Tours of National Park Seminary. Reservations at https://saveourseminary.org/tours/  
 

Autumn 2025 -- Montgomery County Awards for Historic Preservation.  Five outstanding projects, individuals, and 

organizations will be honored at a ceremony, at a time and place to be announced. For more information, to volunteer to 

assist, or to ask questions, contact  Awards@montgomerypreservation.org 
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