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Our Mission
To preserve, protect, and
promote Montgomery
County’s rich
architectural heritage
and historic landscapes.

Our Story
MPI is Montgomery
County’s county-wide
nonprofit historic
preservation organi-
zation. The group
incorporated in 1984 to
actively encourage and
defend preservation
efforts in local
communities and
throughout the county.

Today, MPI remains
dedicated to saving our
buildings, landscapes,
and sites for future
generations. MPI
encourages preservation
efforts in every corner
of Montgomery County,
working with all parties
to ensure that our towns,
owners of historic
properties, businesses,
and volunteer groups
can step up to the
modernization,
revitalization,
demographic, and
development challenges
of the 21st century.

Montgomery Preservation, Inc.

Promoting the Preservation, Protection and Enjoyment of Montgomery County's
Rich Architectural Heritage and Historic Landscapes
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MPI’s 36th Awards Ceremony:

Recognizing Excellence in Preservation on October 24
Join MPI to honor four Montgomery County groups and individuals at the 2025 Historic
Preservation Awards ceremony. Each recipient restored or rehabilitated a building,
highlighted a local historic place, or otherwise furthered preservation in our County. This
signature event will showcase outstanding achievements by extraordinary citizens from all
corners of our county and celebrate preservation successes. County Councilmembers, a
State Senator, the County Executive, and appreciative scholars will present the awards in
person. This event will be held at: Chevy Chase Village Hall, located at 5906 Connecticut
Avenue, Chevy Chase. The Village is a historic streetcar suburb community.
The public is cordially invited to attend; to aid MPI in planning, attendees are requested
to register: https://www.montgomerypreservation.org/awards/
Schedule: 7-8 pm — Reception and Book Signing: A Father Designs for His Son

8-9 pm — Presentation of Awards

Congratulations to the 2025 Awardees:

Martha Gudelsky Child Development Center
with CentroNia — Exceptional Preservation and

Montgomery County Agricultural
Center, Inc. — The Montgomery Prize

Adaptive Reuse of a Heritage Public Building --

The County Executive’s Award

Montgomery Housing Partnership, Inc. —
Restoration and Enhancement of the
Historic Facade of the Flower Theatre

Thomas Llewellyn Wright — Stewardship
of the Robert Llewellyn Wright House
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Contact Us

Montgomery Preservation, Inc
PO Box 4661

Rockville, MD 20849-4661
301-495-4915

Email
mpi@montgomerypreservation.or

website
WWW.montomerreservation.or

OFFICERS

Eileen McGuckian, President
(Rockville)

Karen Burditt, Vice President
(At Large)

Sandra Heiler, Treasurer
(Brookeville)

Judith Christensen, Secretary
(Gaithersburg)

DIRECTORS

Kate DeWitt, Kensington
Historical Society

Mark Edwards, At Large

Jean Findlay, Historic Medley
District

Wendy Kaufman, Bethesda

Historical Society

Diana Kohn, Historic Takoma

Kathy Lyons, At Large

Jerry McCoy, Silver Spring
Historical Society

Nancy Pickard, Peerless
Rockville

John Sery, At Large

Susan Soderberg, Germantown
Historical Society

Marcie Stickle, Silver Spring
Historical Soc. alternate

STAFF

Newsletter — Susan Soderberg
Station Manager — John Sery
Open Houses — Wendy Woodland
Coordinator — Renee Nida

Preservation around Montgomery County

Preservation of the COMSAT laboratories building by Cesar Pelli in Clarksburg is being
considered by the Planning Board. It is part of the Clarksburg Gateway Sector Plan
Please write your support to: mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org

New additions to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation:
e Timberlawn, the 1901 home in North Bethesda of Eunice Kennedy Shriver and
the Special Olympics for people with disabilities
e The Horad House in Wheaton, home of African American Civil rights leaders
Romeo and Elsie Horad

Cemetery Protection legislation headed for the 2026 MD General Assembly

Building on successes in the 2025 Maryland General Assembly (MGA), cemetery
advocates are preparing for 2026. Laws passed unanimously last session included
creation of a workgroup to study a unified Database of Maryland Cemeteries, as well
as establishment of an Abandoned and Neglected Cemetery Fund. The workgroup will
meet its December 2025 deadline, and details will be ready to implement the
inventory and fund next year.

Priorities for 2026: finalize the cemetery database structure, develop Fund
application guidelines, and enact new legislation to legally enable local governments
to take title to abandoned cemeteries in order to transfer these to willing descendants
and nonprofits. Legislative sponsors are needed, as are advocates to help get bills
passed. For more information and to assist, contact Mark Edwards
(mark_edwardsl@verizon.net) or Eileen McGuckian (phileen3@verizon.net).

Burial Sites Context Study to bolster understanding of County Cemeteries

Montgomery County Planning is enhancing the Burial Sites Inventory through a
Context survey. This project will refine understanding of our cemeteries and help to
better identify, communicate about, and preserve significant attributes of these sites.
The Context survey will provide the foundation for future updates to the Master Plan
for Historic Preservation. This year 19 sites were surveyed and mapped, which will
help identify features among the different types of burial sites found locally.

The study focuses on cemeteries established after the arrival of colonial settlers and
more than 50 years ago, also where sites reflect important recent immigration trends
or intersect developing historic contexts like Asian American and Pacific Islanders or
LGBTQ, countywide plans such as the 2023 Rustic Roads Plan, or research initiatives
such as Mapping Segregation. Work began with a review of existing literature on the
history of cemeteries and analysis of our inventory. This process led to the
development of burial site classification in the inventory by type, period, and cultural
affiliation. For more information, see the 2025 Briefing for the Planning Board.

Silver Spring Town Center Inc. Hosts Enchanting Garden Soirée with Dolley Madison

On September 28, Silver Spring Town Center Inc. (SSTCi) brought history to life with
a charming Garden Soirée with Dolley Madison, held at the historic Madison House
(Thomas-Bentley House) in Brookeville—the home of historian Sandra Heiler, an MPI
Board member, who portrayed Dolley Madison for the occasion. Nearly 50 guests,
some donning elegant Regency-era attire, enjoyed an in-depth tour of the historic
home with “Dolley” and Founding Fathers—inspired food and libations. The lush
garden bathed in perfect early autumn weather made for the ideal setting. SSTCi looks
forward to presenting more Early American History programs.



Historic Silver Spring
B&O Station
Free Open Houses

Join us the First Saturday of
the month, 10am-2pm

This is a drop-in program for
families Admission is free!

8100 Georgia Avenue, Silver
Spring, MD 20910

Construction of a new Metro
Branch Trail bridge over
Georgia Ave continues. As
part of this construction a
temporary security fence was
installed across the station
parking lot by the contractor. A
drive-through gate is open for
station events.
Please note that because of
equipment using the lot, the
number of available spaces
will be limited. Additional
parking is available across
Georgia Avenue at County
garage and lot #4 (8100
Fenton St., accessible from
Sligo Ave.) and at the lot at
938 Philadelphia Ave; both are
one block from the station.
Please contact MPI to
coordinate assistance with HC
parking adjacent to the station.

For specific happenings at each Open
House or for rentals go to
WWWw.montgomerypreservation.org

https://www.facebook.com/Montg
omeryPI

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
A Revolutionary Community
Jrom the Very Beginning.

Montgomery County and America 250" --- plans for celebrating and moving
forward -- https://montgomeryhistory.org/moco250/

In 2026, Montgomery County, Maryland and the United States both celebrate
their 250th anniversaries, called “Semiquincentennial.” Montgomery History and
its partners will commemorate this important anniversary through ambitious
projects, events, and activities over the next two years. As we approach this
milestone in national and local history, we have an opportunity to collectively
share a deeper appreciation for our history: to acknowledge our faults, celebrate
our successes, and work together toward a future that includes diverse
perspectives and welcomes the contributions of all. As part of this Montgomery
History is launching “Unfinished Revolution” — a project to share important
stories from our past that combine to tell a more complete and inclusive history
of this county. The first issue: “A Daunting Mission: the Freedman’s Bureau in
Montgomery County” by Ralph Buglass is now available at
https://montgomeryhistory.org

2025 Montgomery County History Conference returns Saturday, November 8, at
Montgomery College’s Germantown campus. Join us as we celebrate and reflect
on the 250th anniversary of Montgomery County. The 8 am-5 pm conference
includes a keynote address, ten breakouts, boxed lunch, discussion panel, and a
happy hour reception.

This year's keynote session, Montgomery Montage: A 250-Year Tapestry of
Time, People and Place, is an overview of the tremendous changes that shaped
the nature of our county. Breakout sessions will cover such wide-ranging topics
as activism during the Vietnam era, history of the Gaithers and Howards,
Montgomery Co. and the Free Press 1812, creation of Montgomery’s moderately
priced dwelling unit program, elected women of color, our fair housing
movement, county connection to the conservation movement, early slave trade
in Montgomery, the design and intent of the Montgomery Co. Detention Center,
and the ceding of Georgetown to Washington, D.C.

The conference ends with Montgomery County at 250: Looking Back to Move
Forward, a panel discussion on the next 250 years of our County.

A full schedule, session descriptions, and more information can be found at:
https://montgomeryhistory.org/2025-montgomery-county-history-conference/

Potomac Community Foundation launched to support local efforts

Dedicated to preserving historic legacies of post-Civil War Black settlements and
boosting educational and employment outcomes for underserved communities
in Montgomery and the greater DC region, the Potomac Community Foundation
(PCF) recently launched as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. The new foundation was
inspired by the 2nd Century Project, that restored and expanded historic
Scotland AME Zion Church in Potomac. The inaugural Board of Directors — with
founder Dr. Jason Wingard as Chairman -- includes prominent leaders in

business, philanthropy, education, and community development, and appointed Krystal
Holland Davis as its first Executive Director. Key to establishing PCF was the leadership of Paul
Tukey, formerly of Glenstone Museum and the 2nd Century Project. PCF will launch its own
programs and support existing ones. For more information: www.potomaccf.org




Preservation Calendar

Oct. 24 (Fri.), 7-9 pm -- MPI Preservation Awards Ceremony, Chevy Chase Village Hall, located at 5906 Connecticut
Ave., Chevy Chase. Register at https://montgomerypreservation.org

Oct. 24 (Fri.), 7-8pm -- Historic Deadly Ghost Tour, in Poolesville, adults and kids 14 and older. $15.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/historic-deadly-district-presents-the-poolesville-ghost-tour-2025-tickets-1717009133539

Oct. 25 (Sun.), 7-9:30 pm -- Halloween Haunting at National Park Seminary Ballroom; www.saveourseminary.org

Nov. 1 (Sat.), 11 am-1 pm -- Silver Spring Historical Society President Jerry McCoy displays rare 1931 Klinge and 1961
Sanborn maps of downtown Silver Spring and nearby neighborhoods. McCoy will look up your address and you can
photograph pages that show streetscapes of 64 or 94 years ago. Silver Spring Train Station.

Nov. 8 (Sat.), 8 am-5 pm -- Montgomery County History Conference, Montgomery College Germantown campus. Focus
on 250" of Montgomery Cnty. Details: https://montgomeryhistory.org/2025-montgomery-county-history-conference/

Nov. 16 (Sun.),10 am-1pm Friends of Moses Hall cemetery clean-up, Cabin John.Register: morningstarmosescj@gmail.com
Nov. 22 (Sat.), 3-5pm — Panel discussion with descendants of the Germantown/Clarksburg post Civil War African
American Communities led by Delegate Greg Wims at Germantown Historical Soc., https://germantownM Dhistory.org
Dec. 6 (Sat.), 10 am —2 pm -- MPI and SS Historical Society present Family Holiday Open House, with “Ornamental” Craft
Day. We provide supplies; you supply creativity. Paper pulp designs with “Creative Bliss.” Silver Spring Train Station.

Jan. 3 (Sat.), 10 am-2 pm -- Train Day! Real train spotting, a model layout, toy train play set, photos and memorabilia of the
railroad’s glory days and historic Silver Spring -- and more! Silver Spring Train Station.

Volunteers are invited to join MPI to preserve and promote Wayne Goldstein Preservation Action Fund

historic places in Montgomery Cnty. Elections for new MPI The second round of grant applications will be received
Officers will be held in June 2026. Board members serve two- through February 28, 2026. MPI created this fund to
year terms to represent an organization or as an individual. To assist dedicated preservationists with projects and
express interest or for more information contact problems. www.montgomerypreservation.org/the-
Eileen McGuckian: phileen3@yverizon.net wayne-m-goldstein-preservation-action-fund/
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