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February 23, 2026 

 

Dear Members of the Montgomery County Council and County Executive Mark Elrich, 

 

Docomomo US is the United States chapter of Docomomo International and is the 

largest non-profit advocate in the US dedicated to the preservation of our nation’s 

Modern architectural heritage. On behalf of the thousands of members who make up 

Docomomo US and Docomomo International, we are writing to urge you to preserve 

and adaptively reuse the COMSAT Laboratories Building. 

 

Over the past few years, we have seen an alarming increase in the number of corporate 

campuses that are under threat across the country, and the COMSAT site is the latest in 

this series. Many of these sites have been torn down due to the lack of local protection, 

flawed assessments, and development pressures. In 2024, our organization developed a 

year-long theme highlighting the trailblazing projects that were developed in the 1960s-

1990s and the cultural impact they had on our communities in the hopes to bring 

awareness to these threatened sites. 

 

The complex and buildings designed by Cesar Pelli are architecturally significant and 

were developed at a prominent time when corporate campuses were the focus of many 

of these internationally renowned firms. The COMSAT campus retains an impressive 

amount of this original design, as well as a landscape, which could be significant 

alongside the prominence of the Cesar Pelli’s association with the design.  

 

We understand that the historic significance of this site has been discussed for at least 

20 years, with a recommendation to the Planning Board presented in 2005 that urged its 

historic designation. But at that time, and since, the Planning Board has refused to 

forward it to the County Council with favorable recommendation. We understand that 

sites like COMSAT do not fit the typical historic building template. Our cultural history 

takes on many forms, and as time moves forward, our understanding of our cultural 

heritage adapts to envelop these changes. We hope that now can be the time where the 

years of discussion can finally yield its designation. 

 

As for the potential for reuse, there are examples pointing to the successful 

transformation of significant corporate campuses and buildings which are taking place 

across the country. But when reuse ideas are paired with historic designation, there is a 

significant economic engine that is created. The adaptive use of designated historic 

buildings can take advantage of Maryland’s 20% Historic Tax Credit Program that can 

be paired with the 20% Federal Tax Credit Program which provides significant 

incentives for developers to reuse properties to become vital parts of the community. 

We also understand that there are current unmet needs in the community. 
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But even without designation, the reuse opportunities for COMSAT are numerous, similar to other examples that have recently 

been completed: 

 

Eero Saarinen’s iconic Bell Labs Headquarters was reimagined as Bell Works in 2019 and is now on the National 

Register of Historic Places. In addition to being converted into multi-use space, the building and landscape include a 

new residential development, a local library branch, dining options and a forthcoming hotel. 

 

Likewise, the Summit at Danbury in Connecticut is converting the former Union Carbide corporate office complex 

with more than two million square feet into a mixture of commercial and residential. Not only are they creatively 

reusing the building, but they are highlighting and attracting new tenants with the historic nature of this Kevin Roche 

John Dinkeloo design from 1982. 

 

The former Armstrong Rubber/Pirelli corporate headquarters building in New Haven, Connecticut recently reopened 

as Hotel Marcel. While the conversion of a corporate office building into a hotel was no easy feat, Hotel Marcel is the 

first net-zero and first passive house hotel in the country in addition to now being listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places. The New York Times recently included New Haven as one of the 52 places to visit in 2023 in part 

because of the opening of the hotel. Docomomo US held our annual National Symposium that took place in New 

Haven and at Hotel Marcel.  

 

But the first step for a site like COMSAT to be alongside these other sites is designation.  This is why we urge the Montgomery 

County Council to take the important step and designate this significant site.  We strongly encourage the Council to take this 

first step that will not only save this iconic building but provide a unique opportunity to develop a site that provides the 

services needed to its community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

   
Liz Waytkus    Todd Grover 

Executive Director   Vice President, Advocacy 


