
 

Join Us for MPI Gathering and Annual Meeting 
 

You are invited to attend the 2026 Annual Meeting 

of Montgomery Preservation   (MPI) 

Sunday, May 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. 

at newly rehabilitated historic Germantown Bank 

in the Germantown Historic District – 

19330 Mateny Hill Rd, Germantown 

 

Speaking about plans to celebrate the Semiquincentennial of Montgomery County will be 

Laura Anderson Wright, President of the Heritage Tourism Alliance of Montgomery 

County (AKA Heritage Montgomery). Since 2004, Heritage Montgomery has been raising 

awareness of our long local history as evidenced by our many rich cultural and historical 

resources. 

 

The gathering will include reports on local historic preservation projects, recent legislation, 

issues and concerns of the past year, and a forum for open discussion. Members present 

will elect new Officers for the next term.  

 

And of course, the afternoon includes an insider’s description of the Bank Museum project 

and a friendly table filled with spring refreshments. 
 

Rehabilitation of the historic bank 

building by the Germantown 

Historical Society demonstrates how 

a small all-volunteer organization 

with vision and hard work can save 

a commercial building for adaptive 

re-use.  The building was given to 

GHS by Montgomery County in 

2016 after they had been renting for 

fifteen years. Through grants from 

Maryland Heritage Area Authority, 

Montgomery County, and generous 

donations from individuals the group was able to first waterproof the building and repair 

damage from run-off from the surrounding County parking lot. They then hired a contractor 

to rehabilitate the structure inside and out. With a Miller History Fund grant from the 

Maryland Center for History and Culture they secured a museum designer to work with 

their concept to produce a conceptual design for an educational Museum of Banking that 

will be the first in the state and of the revitalization of this section of Germantown. The design can be seen at 

https://germantownMDhistory.org  The next step is to raise funds for a build-ready design and creation of the 

museum. 
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Our Mission 

To preserve, protect, and 

promote Montgomery 

County’s rich 

architectural heritage 

and historic landscapes.  

Our Story  
MPI is Montgomery 

County’s county-wide 

nonprofit historic 

preserva;on organi-

za;on. The group 

incorporated in 1984 to 

ac;vely encourage and 

defend preserva;on 

efforts in local 

communi;es and 

throughout the county.  

 

Today, MPI remains 

dedicated to saving our 

buildings, landscapes, 

and sites for future 

genera;ons. MPI 

encourages preserva;on 

efforts in every corner   

of Montgomery County, 

working with all par;es 

to ensure that our towns, 

owners of historic 

proper;es, businesses, 

and volunteer groups  

can step up to the 

moderniza;on, 

revitaliza;on, 

demographic, and 

development challenges 

of the 21st century.  

 

https://germantownmdhistory.org/


                        Preserva1on around Montgomery County 
New additions to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation:   

• Rose-Budd House (c1912), 18583 Brooke Rd., Sandy Spring, home of         

the Budd family, contributors to the African American heritage of that area.  

• Community of Faith Methodist Church in Clarksburg (c1924). The   

church has served as a vital hub for leadership, activism, education, and    

social engagement for local African American residents. 

• Clarksburg Heights Historic District. In 1963, Wilson and Sarah Wims 

developed a five-house subdivision in the Rocky Hill area of Clarksburg.  

   

   COMSAT is gone      Designed by Cesar Pelli and nationally recognized, COMSAT was    
   demolished by its owner in mid-April. Montgomery Planning staff,  the Planning Board, and  
   the County Council allowed this to happen. Many tried to save it. This is a tremendous loss  
   for our nation, state, county and Clarksburg. COMSAT was evidence of the vital US role in    
   creating the communication satellite system, on which we all now depend. And Clarksburg  
   lost part of what sustains a community -- that ALL residents can relate to and be proud of. 

 

Maryland General Assembly Unanimously Passes Cemetery Protec;on Legislation   

This year, MPI teamed with other advocates to address cemetery issues in the Maryland 

General Assembly. Without budget or paid staff but with determination, passion, and 

patience, Maryland Cemetery Legislative Advocates drafted bills that were revised by 

legislative staff, heard in committees, and ultimately reworked to secure a compromise 

that will improve the future for Maryland burial sites. Victories this year and last were 

certainly worth years of planning and convincing. Senators and Delegates listened to 

compelling testimony and put in place a better structure to protect abandoned 

cemeteries and descendants, even as we recognized that a bill requiring money was not 

likely to pass in today's climate. 

SB233 provides a process to protect descendant rights and abandoned cemeteries plus 

direction to courts in case of sale or transfer. It enables government to acquire an 

abandoned cemetery and convey ownership to descendants or a nonprofit that will 

properly maintain and protect it. 

MPI appreciates the sponsors and fighters for these bills. With initiation of a 

Comprehensive Inventory and Database of all Maryland Cemeteries and creation of a 

fund for Abandoned cemeteries, this is true progress. Please thank your legislators and 

read SB233 in detail at www.cpmbs.org  

Ash Memorial Cemetery in Sandy Spring has been selected to receive a 2026 grant 

from the Maryland African American Heritage Preservation Program. Descendants, 

neighbors, and DAR volunteers have worked for years to document, protect, and 

revitalize the Chandlee Mill Road site and to preserve its legacy. This grant to The 

Beautification Club of Sandy 

Spring will fund further GPR, 

fencing, signage, and enable 

additional collaboration with 

experts and the community.   

For more information:  

ashmemorialcemetery.com       

Contact Us   

Montgomery Preserva5on, Inc   

 PO Box 4661   

 Rockville, MD 20849-4661   

301-495-4915   

 

Email 

mpi@montgomerypreserva/on.org   

 

website 

www.montgomerypreserva/on.org   

    

OFFICERS  

Eileen McGuckian, President   

   (Rockville)  

Karen Burditt, Vice President   

   (At Large) 

Sandra Heiler, Treasurer  

   (Brookeville)  

Judith Christensen, Secretary  

  (Gaithersburg)  

  

DIRECTORS  

Kate DeWitt, Kensington      

  Historical Society  

Mark Edwards, At Large 

Jean Findlay, Historic Medley  

  District  

Wendy Kaufman, Bethesda 

         Historical Society 

Diana Kohn, Historic Takoma  

Kathy Lyons, At Large 

Jerry McCoy, Silver Spring  

  Historical Society  

Nancy Pickard, Peerless  

  Rockville  

John Sery, At Large  

Susan Soderberg, Germantown      

  Historical Society  

Marcie Stickle, Silver Spring  

  Historical Soc. alternate  

 

STAFF  

Newsletter – Susan Soderberg 

Station Manager – John Sery  

Open Houses – Wendy Woodland 

Coordinator – Renee Nida 

 

Ash Cemetery from the ground-penetrating radar survey 

showing graves in red.   Chandler Mill Rd. is at lower right. 

http://www.montgomerypreservation.org/
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Montgomery County and America 250  --- plans for celebrating and moving      

       forward  -- https://montgomeryhistory.org/moco250/ 

In 2026, Montgomery County, Maryland and the United States both celebrate 
their 250th anniversaries, called “Semiquincentennial.” 
Montgomery History and many County history and preservation organizations 
will commemorate this important anniversary through ambitious projects, events, 
and activities this year. Collectively we take this opportunity to share a deeper 
appreciation for our history: to acknowledge our faults, celebrate our successes, 
and work together toward a future that includes diverse perspectives and 
welcomes the contributions of all.  
 
As part of this, Montgomery History launched “Unfinished Revolution” – a 
project to research and publish important stories from our past that tell a more 
complete and inclusive history of this county. Every month, from September 2025 
through September 2026, issues are being completed and published. All are 
available on line at   https://montgomeryhistory.org    
 

Maryland House and Garden 

Pilgrimage Comes to Kensington  

June 7 – 10am to 5pm 

The Maryland House & Garden 
Pilgrimage has sponsored annual tours 
of historic sites throughout Maryland 
for more than 90 years, with proceeds 
used to support the preservation of 
local landmarks. Visit www.mhgp.org 
to learn about the history of these 
State-wide tours. 2026 tours will be 
listed as events celebrating America's 
250th anniversary.   
 
Kensington is hosting Montgomery County's tour and proceeds will benefit the 
Noyes Children’s Library Foundation. Visitors will get a total immersion in 
Kensington’s architectural and cultural history by taking a walking tour of the 
Historic District with its fine collection of Victorian homes and gardens as well as 
landmark buildings. A number of private homes and garden will be open and the 
Town Hall and Train Station, among other stops. The First Baptist Church of 
Ken-Gar will host a tour stop in the community that formed in the 1890s. Town 
Hall will host exhibits from the County’s leading history and preservation 
organizations, including MPI, so that visitors from around the State will become 
familiar with Montgomery County’s many destinations of interest.  Lunch can be 
pre-ordered at the same time as tickets are purchased on-line at 
www.mhgp.org/kensington. 

 

 

Historic Silver Spring 

B&O Station 

Free Open Houses 

 

Join us the First Saturday of 

the month, 10am-2pm 

 

This is a drop-in program for 

families  Admission is free! 

 

8100 Georgia Avenue, Silver 

Spring, MD 20910 

Construction of a new Metro 

Branch Trail bridge over 

Georgia Ave continues. As 

part of this construction a 

temporary security fence was 

installed across the station 

parking lot by the contractor. A 

drive-through gate is open for 

station events.  

Please note that because of 

equipment using the lot, the 

number of available spaces 

will be limited. Additional 

parking is available across 

Georgia Avenue at County 

garage and lot #4 (8100 

Fenton St., accessible from 

Sligo Ave.) and at the lot at 

938 Philadelphia Ave; both are 

one block from the station.  

Please contact MPI to 

coordinate assistance with HC 

parking adjacent to the station.  
 

For specific happenings at each Open 

House or for rentals go to 

www.montgomerypreservation.org  

https://www.facebook.com/Montg

omeryPI  
 

 
Interested in being on MPI’s Board of Directors? 
Elections for new MPI Officers will be held May 3, 2026. 

Board members serve two-year terms to represent an 

organization or as an individual. To express interest or for more 

information contact Eileen McGuckian: phileen3@verizon.net  

June 30 -- deadline for 2026 Wayne Goldstein 

Preservation Action Fund  

For information and application: 

 https://www.montgomerypreservation.org/the-

wayne-m-goldstein-preservation-action-fund/ 

https://montgomeryhistory.org/moco250/
https://montgomeryhistory.org/
http://www.mhgp.org/
http://www.mhgp.org/kensington
http://www.montgomerypreservation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MontgomeryPI
https://www.facebook.com/MontgomeryPI
mailto:phileen3@verizon.net
https://www.montgomerypreservation.org/the-wayne-m-goldstein-preservation-action-fund/
https://www.montgomerypreservation.org/the-wayne-m-goldstein-preservation-action-fund/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Preservation	Calendar	 

May is National Historic Preservation Month 

May 2, 10am -- Walking Tour of old Silver Spring. Join Silver Spring Historical Society founder Jerry McCoy on a one-

mile walking tour to the site after which the community was named.    http://www.montgomerypreservation.org     

May 3, 1-5pm – Takoma Park House & Garden Tour. Suburb in the City --Takoma DC  Don't miss this year's tour of 

beautiful homes and charming gardens! Tickets $30 - Available in advance online for pick-up on tour day. 

https://historictakoma.org/   
May 4 –– Freedom Walk by Tony Cohen begins at Sandy Spring Slave Museum, Sandy Spring. Cohen will re-create his 

1996 Walk in commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. The 750-mile walk will cover five 

states and end in Toronto, Canada on July 4. https://www.menare.org/freedomwalk2026-about  

May 28, 6pm – A Festive Evening Celebrating 250 Years of Montgomery County and focusing on the rich heritage of 

the Agricultural Reserve. Benefiting Historic Medley District. Tickets $95. At Bally Cliff Farm, Poolesville.   
https://www.historicmedley.org/save-the-date-montgomery-countys-250th-celebration/  

May 28 – Burial Sites Inventory Update presented to the Planning Board by Brian Crane, Historic Preservation Division. 

May 30, 11:30am-3:30pm – History at Home – Gaithersburg Community Museum, 9 S. Summit Ave., Gaithersburg. 

Explore how history shapes our everyday lives. Displays and presentations will cover genealogy, research, documenting family 

stories, and more. https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/gaithersburg-community-museum/gaithersburg-

community-museum-calendar/discovery-days 

June 7, 10am-5pm – Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage – Kensington. www.mhgp.org/kensington 

June 27 and 28, noon-4pm – Montgomery County Heritage Days. Heritage Montgomery is hosting the 27th annual 

Heritage Days weekend celebrating historic, cultural, and recreation sites in the County. https://heritagemontgomery.org   

July 8, 7pm – Becoming Americans 1774, Dogfish Head Alehouse, 800 W Diamond Ave. Speaker Sandra Heiler recounts 

how the meeting of ten men at Hungerford’s Tavern in Rockville fits within the context of the start of the American 

Revolution. Sponsored by Gaithersburg Community Museum. https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-

facilities/gaithersburg-community-museum/gaithersburg-community-museum-calendar/museum-on-tap  	
August 14-22 – Montgomery County Agricultural Fair, Gaithersburg. https://mcagfair.com   

Montgomery Preserva;on, Inc.   

 P.O. Box 4661          

 Rockville, MD 20849-4661  
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