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MISSION

Dedicated to preserving and promoting local
history, culture, and natural resources, along with
fostering stewardship pride in our communities.

FOCUS

Focus on economic development through heritage
tourism. To that end we provide capitol and project
grant funding, technical support, and leadership.

GOALS

To achieve our goals we work closely with Heritage
Area partners — National Park Service, State Parks,
Department of Natural Resources, Montgomery
County Parks and Planning, Montgomery County
Public Schools, and more than 100 museums and
other heritage and cultural organizations.
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HERITAGE MONTGOMERY
AT A GLANCE

* $376 million in economic impact annually

* Average of $650,000 in grants made to County
museums, parks and sites

* 5,327 jobs supported and sustained
* Support for 3 million heritage tourists annually

* Sponsorship of the annual Heritage Days weekend
and other events across the county

* Twice monthly email calendar of heritage events,
news, and available grants

* A 50Ilc3 non-profit funded by the State of Maryland
and Montgomery County
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & SUPPORT

* Representing and Advocating for Partners at the
State, Local, and Federal Levels

e Marketing and Promotion

* Grant Writing Assistance

* Listings of Available State, Local, and Fed Grants
* Social Media Management

 Strategic Planning

¢ Museum Planning And Design

* Interpretive Planning And Design

* Guides to Museum Resources, Standards, and
ADA Compliance

* Project Management Assistance
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A Poolesville landmark, the Old Bank was built in 1910. Its
architectural style is referred to as “vaguely classical” and was
typical of many of the town's structures. Most of the historic
downtown was destroyed by fire in 1923.

The building was used as a bank until 1964. During the Great
Depression of the 1920s, a run on the bank caused it to close,

but it reopened within a year. In 1965, the structure was given

to the town and for many years it was used as the Town Hall.

Today, the Old Bank Building, with it's ornate original vault,
serves as the Poolesville Museum. It is owned and operated by
Historic Medley District.

For more i visit .org.

B
A
=2
‘0

A o Pocearle v the Bz o 1899

In 1760, following the trend of settlement
by planters and farmers from nearby
counties, town founders John and Joseph
Poole bought 160 acres of tobacco land.
They named their farms “Poole’s Right”
and “Poole’s Hazzard."

During the Civil War, because of its
strategie location near critical Potomac
River crossings, Poolesville saw thousands
of Confederate and Union troops vying for
positions in the area and marching through
to the battles at Antietam and Gettysburg.

By the 1880s, Poolesville and Rockville
were the largest towns in Montgomery
County — Poolesville's population was 350.
Its success was based on agriculture and
proximity to the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal, a major trade route. The arrival of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad led to the
decline of Poolesville as a shipping center.
Today, Poolesville anchors the county's
93,000-acre Agricultural Reserve.

s and pasengers

The original ferry was probably a flat bottomed-wooden craft guided
across the river using poles and ropes. Its design was much like the
ferry boat shown below: a long, low structure with a ramp at both
ends for loading and unloading cargo. It carried passengers,
livestock, grain and produce between Maryland and Virginia.

In the early 1870s, the crossing was modernized by the installation

of an iron tow cable, that powered the ferry across the river. Today,

the ferry is fully mechanized: an on-board engine guides the boat as
it is pulled across the river by the tow cable.
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Around 1817, the earliest ferry opened for
business at this location, joining several ferries
which operated along the Potomac River.

In 1871, Elijah V, White, a former Confederate
cavalry commander in Montgomery County,
purchased the ferry operation and built two
warehouses, one for each side of the river, to
support his dry goods shipping business. In the
18605, the business passed to his son, Elijah B.
White.

In 1946, the ferry business was purchased by R.
Edwin Brown and a group of local businessmen.
In the late 19805, the Brown family secured sole
ownerehip of White's Ferry. Today, it is the last
ferry on the Potomac and one of the last in the
Mid-Atlantic region.



PROJECT & CAPITAL GRANTS

» Capital grants up to $100,000 for buildings —
construction, restoration, and engineering

* Project grants up to $50,000 for exhibits,
websites, programs, equipment

MINI-GRANTS

e Mini-grants up to $2,500 for small
projects such as interpretive panels,
brochures, website updates, program
development, collection maintenance
and restoration.
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HERITAGE MONTGOMERY THEMES

—~ »  Agricultural Reserve:
Rivers, Roads, & — i : » Farms, Markets,
Rails: Transportation = =~ === RO, L 9 Conservation, and

Rural Life

Heritage
Discoveries: Unique
Stories of Local
History, Culture,
and Nature

Crossroads &
Cultures: Home
to Many Peoples
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rossroads & Culture
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RECENT PROJECTS

John Poole House
* Peerless Rockville — mini-grant

* Brookeville— mini-grant

* Nepal Education & Culture Center

The Latvian Museum

* Montgomery Parks

* Friends of Clara Barton National
Historic Site

* C&O Canal Trust
*  Washington Revels
* Sandy Spring Museum

* Montgomery Countryside Alliance

King Farm Dairy MOOesum
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN
HERITAGE PROJECTS

 St. Paul Church
* Boyds Negro School

Button Farm Living History Museum Sandy Spring Slave Museum
* Smithville Rosenwald School

* C&O Canal Trust — Carderock

* Glen Echo Park

* Josiah Henson Museum & Park
* Woodlawn Manor Cultural Park
* Scotland A.M.E. Zion Chapel
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Warren Historic Site
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PROJECTS BEFORE & AFTER

WARREN LOVING CHARITY HALL SCOTLAND A.ME.ZION CHAPEL PLEASANT VIEW HISTORIC SITE

HERITAGEMONTGOMERY.ORG




HERITAGE DAYS
NOW IN ITS 27THYEAR

EXPLORE THE HERITAGE AREA

Celeb County, 's 250th birthday by visiting local heritage sites
highlighting our rich and diverse history from 1776 to 20261

 Signature countywide festival held
annually the last weekend of June

Up County West Up County East
s House Museum, Poolesvilles Tour the 1832 stone barn at Sandy Spring’s Woodlawn
busilding, and then head seross the sreet 1o the Old Bank Museum znd walk the Underground Railroad Trail o
M d ivil War artifaces, and to West

nd

will hos 2 Blucgrass Jam. Don't

ich historics of Monsgomery County's people, the most diverse

* Free, public program activating 30+ HERITAGE =i
. : DAYS 2026 e
heritage sites across Montgomery JUNE 27 & 28 + 12 to 4 PM.

County -

hands-on at the Agricultaral History Farm Park.
Rockville

P and cul he L off
at ncarby Montgomery History for 1 tur with Civil War D
Stonestreer, and visit nearby Peerless Rockville to sce their
new exhibic “Rockville 250: Our American Story”

Down County South

Ve S 2

il ion, take 3
Forward, and ride Glen Echo Park’s

 Designed to open hidden and rarely i . _
accessible places to visitors ' B LA

* Self-guided experiences with tours,
demonstrations, and cultural
programming

- HERITAGE
eioe S DAYS 2026
o , ag 5 PM.

ABOUT HERITAGE MONTGOMERY

The 27th by Heritage
Montgomery. ane of thirteen cervifid Heritage Ascas in the
state of Maryland.

ricage Montgomery is dedicated to preserving and
comating local dinctive naturs

Download a schedule of events and join our emaillist:
bisps://hecitagemontgomery.org/beritage-days

* Showcases diverse stories including
agriculture, African American history,
and transportation heritage

+ 5,327 jobs supported and sustained

ore for 3 million heritage tourise in the county

e .

« E— + Twice monthly cmail calendar of heritage events
a

* Drives local tourism, partner visibility,

and community connection
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Learn more and make a gift: HeritageMontgomery.org
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MO TWOFIFTY

CELEBRATING 250 YEARS
AMERICA & MONTGOMERY COUNTY
THEMED EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

* Peerless Rockville — "Rockville 250: Our American * lzaak Walton League - Colonial Living

Story" pictorial exhibit featuring Rockville history Demonstrations

tracing American history as it happened in Rockville « Seneca Creek State Park —“Miles for Maryland” Trail
* Button Farm's Tony Cohen — "Freedom Walk 2026" Challenge

Tony will retrace his 750 mile walk from Maryland to e Gaithersburg Community Museum — 250t Activities

Canada following in the footsteps of Harriet Tubman & “Hats Off to America”’ Performance
starting May 4, 2026

* Maryland House & Garden Pilgrimage Kensington » Montgomery County Event — TBD, Labor Day
Tour — June 7,2026 ’
weekend 2026

HERITAGEMONTGOMERY.ORG 13

* Montgomery History Event—TBD, September 6,2026
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THANKYOU

CONTACT:

Sarah Rogers
Executive Director
director@heritagemontgomery.org
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