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               Planning Board review of Burial Sites Inventory 2026      MPI TESTIMONY IN PERSON May 28, 2026  

    Submitted by Eileen McGuckian, President, MPI  

 

On behalf of Montgomery Preservation, it is my pleasure to comment on the occasion of your the Planning 

Board's 7th annual review of the Burial Sites Inventory. Building on previous efforts, a decade ago MPI 

orchestrated a mini-grant from Heritage Montgomery and about 100 volunteers to compile the inventory of 

all identified burial sites, which County law placed under your jurisdiction. We remain concerned about these 

unique historic places and, again this year, I am here to bring news and suggestions. 

 

MPI continues to appreciate the work of your staff who attend to cemeteries. Brian Crane's professionalism 

shows in his annual report, and historian Jamie Ferguson continues to find partnerships and sources of 

support for sites owned by Montgomery Parks. We are pleased to see the pattern of including cemetery sites 

in each updated Master Plan undertaken by Montgomery Planning. And I am delighted to note your interest 

and engagement today. 

 

I'm happy to report success with Cemetery legislation in recent MD General Assembly sessions. Again MPI 

teamed with advocates throughout Maryland to address specific issues. It is gratifying to see legislators 

recognize problems faced by descendants and property owners, to be able to convince them to co-sponsor 

bills, and ultimately to earn unanimous votes in both House and Senate. 

 

New 2025 laws created a workgroup to begin detailed planning for a Comprehensive Inventory of all 

Maryland cemeteries. The goal is to unite lists kept by SHA, MHT, MD OCO, geneaology societies, and all 

counties into a usable database. 

 

On Dec. 1, the workgroup submitted recommendations for the inventory format and specific steps needed to 

start it; you can see a link to the report on MPI's website. Also that year Abandoned cemeteries achieved both 

a solid definition (mostly unknown ownership) and a dedicated Fund. Next year we need to put money into 

both the inventory and the fund.  

 

In 2026, we made progress with needed initiatives related to site identification, court process, and enabling 

positive outcomes. Our proposed bills -- a process to protect descendant rights and give direction to courts in 

cases of sale or transfer of a cemetery plus a legal path for County and Municipal governments to acquire an 

Abandoned cemetery and convey it to descendants or nonprofits that will maintain it -- were combined to 

pass unanimously in the final hour of sine die, was signed by Gov. Moore on May 12, and goes into effect on 

Oct 1.  

 

I have a few updates on AA sites and invitations for you: 

 

The future of Morningstar Cemetery and Moses Hall in Cabin John (ID #106) continues to brighten. If you 

haven't seen the documentary, check the FMH website. The latest good news is that SHA deeded a final sliver 

of cemetery land (with burials) back to the Trustees AND a State Bond initiative to fund design and 

engineering for repair and reconstruction needs was successful, thanks to District 16 legislators.    

You are invited to Morningstar on Saturday, June 13, to visit and help with spring clean-up. 

 

Ash Cemetery in Sandy Spring is also doing well, with community clean-ups, GPR + mapping, dedication of a 

Liberty Tree, veteran flags, and a hefty State African American Commission grant to cover some of its needs. 
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Another success story is Pleasant View cemetery, on its historic Quince Orchard site with the ME church and 

Rosenwald school. Rededication on Saturday, June 20 will celebrate decades of strong effort by generations of 

the Green family.  

 

 

MPI has some specific suggestions, which I've put into categories: 

IDENTIFICATION: 

-- Make sure SDAT maps show ALL County cemeteries, even those where ownership is unclear or unknown. In 

fact, add known burial sites to as many maps and plans as possible -- so owners, researchers, developers, and 

communities have access to this information.  

 

INCLUSION: 

-- Be sure to include all County burial sites in work conducted by Planning staff.  As an example, none of the context 

study sites are in our incorporated municipalities -- Laytonsville, Rockville, Gaithersburg, as examples.  

Jurisdiction is understood but lack of inclusion is a mistake.     

-- Include the cemeteries owned by Montgomery Parks in your budget every year.  

 

PROTECTION: 

-- Pay close attention to cemeteries that are in tenuous situations and allow staff to actively pursue resolution.  

Tobytown Cemetery ID #178 is an example of neglect and even harm done by a public agency owner; ownership 

was planned to be transferred from HOC to a Tobytown HOA, but was this ever done? And have the burial 

boundaries ever been determined?  

Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal Church Cemetery on Georgia Avenue ID #200, where thus far 164 burials are 

estimated.  This requires close monitoring and future action.   

-- Pursue Demolition by Neglect on behalf of cemeteries on the Master Plan, as the County is enabled to do 

for historic and architecturally significant sites. 

-- Review local protections for burial sites.  MPI is prepared to help Planning staff, the PB, and elected officials 

to look closely at the 2 laws passed by our County Council nearly a decade ago to assess how they've been 

working and to propose ways to strengthen their intended protection.        

 -- Add to current County law opportunities to protect more burial sites than those going through the 

subdivision or development process. Add options for municipalities to join in County protection. 

-- Amend County law to cover provisions for enforcing and monitoring the State law, for example restricting 

removal of landscaping from a burial site. 

 

OUTREACH: 

-- Maintain a public listing of sites for which ownership is unknown or uncertain, and seemingly Abandoned 

or Neglected burial sites. Be aware of how the new Maryland law can be invoked on behalf of such sites to get 

them into friendly and protective hands. 

-- Join MPI to host a public session to explain current historic context work and a County-wide Burial Sites 

Amendment to the Master Plan planned for this coming year.   

 

Lastly, I want to remind Chairman Harris of my challenge for him to visit all cemeteries on this Inventory 

during his travels around the County, starting with the 15 or so that are owned by Montgomery Parks. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to present MPI’s perspective and recommendations.  We look forward to 

continuing to work with you and your fine staff. He Help 


